As gambling advocates wait with bated breath for legislators to decide on the potential regulation
of sports betting in India, Joanne Christie investigates how foreign operators
can legally dip their toes into the subcontinent now

“Foreign operators need to start looking at the Indian market now,
at least for skill games, to have the first-mover advantage”
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“As long as you have a Nagaland licence, it allows you to operate anywhere
in India except if a particular state comes out with a law that says
‘this law is not applicable in our state for XYZ reasons’”

Dot.com versus licence
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First movers to find favour

Challenges framework

Partner power
The interplay of the various Indian laws means that, at present, it would be tricky — though not impossible — for a foreign operator to set up in India on its own;

the need to source suitable partnerships is perhaps one reason why we have not yet seen any foreign poker sites following the domestic sites down the Nagaland

licensing route.
“PokerStars and 888 were very actively looking for partners, but | don’t know what happened with the discussions. Both of them were talking to a lot of people

to explore the opportunities,” says Sayta.
Adhikari says one of the main reasons foreign operators need a domestic partner is to satisfy the banks, and Gaggar further adds: “A foreign operator would need

to have to have an Indian partner because there are a lot of things that happen on the ground over here, both from a legal structuring as well as a tax perspective.”
Secondly, he says, while foreign operators may be operating in mature markets, India “is just opening up”. Gaggar says: “There are very many nuances of the
Indian culture that require them to have the skill of an Indian partner.”
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